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stand by    me

Felix 
Finkbeiner 
planted a 

million trees 
in his native 

Germany. 
Now he heads 
Plant for the 

Planet, 
a global 

reforestation 
powerhouse.
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A
t ®rst glance, Felix Finkbeiner 
does not seem cut from the cloth 
with which celebrity is fashioned. 
While some adolescent boys can 
induce hysterical adulation in 
young girls, Felix, 13, is no Justin 

Bieber. His stringbean physique is complemented 
by a pair of wire-rimmed glasses and a pudding-
bowl haircut. And yet, on a wet Sunday afternoon 
in southern Germany, he ®nds himself besieged 
by a gaggle of young female devotees.

ªI really like Felix,º one delighted 11-year-
old, Emilia Georgiev, says, beaming as she 
shows off his autograph.

Felix is no child actor, pop star or sports 
prodigy. Instead, Emilia and girls like her want 
him to sign their copy of his book, Tree by Tree. 
Felix, from the unremarkable town of P!cking, 
near Munich, is an environmental superstar at 
the helm of a global network of child activists 
whose aim is to mitigate climate change by 
reforesting the planet. Behind his apparently 
unprepossessing facade, Felix is really an 
action hero. No wonder he gets the girls.

His organisation, Plant for the Planet, has 
achieved its target of planting one million trees 
in Germany; now Felix is spreading his message 
around the world. Plant for the Planet is up and 
running in 99 countries, with the aim of planting 
a million trees in each one over the next few 
years. Australia's current tally is just shy of 
11,000. Individuals or planting groups can pledge 
to plant a certain number of trees or make a cash 
donation ± $1.35 buys one tree. The results are 
logged on the Plant for the Planet website.

Today, Felix is not just celebrated by his 
schoolmates and contemporaries, he is revered 
as an important environmentalist, appearing 
on one newspaper's recent list of the world's 20 
most in¯uential ªGreen Powerº activists, along 
with Brad Pitt (a builder of environmentally 
responsible homes) and the Prince of Wales.

Plant for the Planet started as a school project 
four years ago. ªI was to give a presentation on 
a Monday,º Felix says, ªso over the weekend 
I Googled stuff on climate change and came 
across Wangari Maathai's campaign.º

Maathai, the daughter of Kenyan farmworkers 
who won a scholarship to study biology in the 
US, began her own tree-planting campaign, 
the Green Belt Movement, in 1977 to tackle 
soil erosion and encourage local communities, 
particularly women, to stand up for themselves, 
both environmentally and politically. Forty-®ve 
million trees later, she won the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 2004. ªShe achieved so much with so 
little,º Felix says. ªSo I had the idea that we 
children could also do something.º

His climate change presentation went 
down a storm with classmates at the Munich 
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